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NQUIRNR MOYIE CRIT
ew . spectach e
more’ extraordinary
- than those captired
- by e documentary
-caluera  purporting
to chrenicle ordingary -}k
We Know this; even while wi
also know the’ certainty. .of
Helsenberg’s™ - - Uncertainty
Principie - the act-of ob-
serving a phenomenon alters .-
the outcome of that phenom: -
Talk 16, & profoand plece
of ‘cinema-verite following
five Toronfo téenagers from’
New Year's Eve 1590 to
Christmas of the following
year, is a heady brew thst
carries its own sobering angl.
dote. While the filmmakérs
have rafe access to the Hves
and hearts of these ethuical
Iy and ecosemically diverse
young women, they are
awaré that shining a light on
an “average” girl can’t help
but make her unigue, More-
over, they're aware that
trajning their cameras on a
young woizan at the most
acutely seif-conscious time
of her adélescence might in .
Tact impel her to act in ways she per-
ceives will make her more appealing or
sympathetic to her andience.
Reminiscent of Michael Apted’s epic
survey, 7 Up/28 Up, which visited Bng-
lish kids at seven-year intervals, Talk I6

siveiy en females, girls who strike the

eting treasured totems of childbood,
Erin is upper-middle-class, white, a
prospective -deb whe goes to private

danghter teas and can’t contemplate
her future. Maybe she'll be a modél,
Bucyant Rhonda knows  exactly
where she's going: this middle-class
datighter of Guyanan immigrants is
public schoo! student who aspires to be
“Canada's first great black actress.”
Robusi Lina is the workingclass
daughter of Russian immigranty, an en-

. advance of her below-average grades at
a techaical school, and whose oaly am-
bitign is-1o get & boyfriend.

Boys are no sweat for Astra, & middle-
class punkette and frequent ranaway
who attracts ne shortage of dates but
who can't stay in school or keep z job.

Her opposite is Heler, the danghter of
working-class Korean immigrants who
deftly juggles an A average, two part
time jobs, religions school and a rick
extracurricular Hfe that includes train-
ing in classical pianac. .

Artless and potent, this smorgasbord
of teenage exuberance and angst man-
ages (o illuminate five distinctvely dif-
ferent experiences of adolescence
while impliciily showing thai the pas
sage from ghrlhood inte womanhood is
marked with universal conflicts.

Eachk young woman finds herself
pulied in certain predictably opposite
Girections. They yovo between the
need for rebellion and for parental ap-
proval. With the excepton of Helen,
who knows how smart she is, all the
ghrls worry sbout their intelligence,
which ranges from simply being bad at

They're “‘average,” but they're in a movie.
Ling, Asira, Rhonda and Erin {lluminates soms truths ghowut Srowing up.

is iself unigue in that its focus is exclu- -

external poses of adulthood while clos:

schacl, enjoys. ‘proms and’ mother/

gaging girl whose intellect is well in-

-

.

math 1o dysiexia. With the exgeption of
Astra, who issecure abont herfooks but
insecure about evervthing else each
worries that.she iz overweight. Each
struggles between wanting a boyfriend
to confirm her social standing and at-

Th_e sivries of (from éefr} }{eferz,

tractiveness and wanfing to assert her

independence.

_It's bard 1o know whether this is
~Jack in the -movie or scmething that

. ‘adilts project onto teenage experience,
~but ifgiotéresting that none of the

“glrls talks about the conflict between
helr desire for sex and their desire for
Jove.: Fach does, however, mlk about
er marital ideal, which rangés from
the sweetly callow to the deeply dis-
durbisng, - 7 : .
.- Without being matrentzing, the film-
makers ask the girls about their views
. on feminism. o s teen, each rejecis
“fetminism ™ although ‘sach is quick
“wolce ‘her: suphort fof  women's rights

-and-equal pay for equal work, which

the filmmakers clearly see as synony-
mong with feminism, .
Perhaps the most moving aspect of”
this first feature by Janis Lundmen and
Adrienne Mitchell is that while these:
teens are swift to classify their peers
. Into groups — among them Chelseas,.
freaks, preps, casuals, fhods and head-
* bangers - none can categorize herself,
Like its nnique subjects, Telk 16 re.
Sists easy categorization.
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